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Meeting Notice – September Luncheon at Lawry’s 
 
This month’s guest speaker will be Gregory A. Maestas of 
Perini Building Company. The meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, September 20, 2005 at Lawry’s Prime Rib at 4043 
Howard Hughes Parkway (near Paradise & Flamingo).  
 

Mr. Maestas will be speaking on 
the MGM Mirage CityCenter 
project, which is one of the 
largest building construction 
programs currently underway in 
the United States. Project 
CityCenter’s multi-billion dollar 
urban complex covering 66 acres 
is located between the Bellagio 
and Monte Carlo Casino Resorts 
in Las Vegas. 

 
Mr. Maestas is the Director of Business Development for 
Perini Building Company. He has been active in the fields of 
Project Management and Mechanical Engineering since 
1963 and has over 43 years or experience. Mr. Maestas has 
been involved in over 30 casino/hotel projects throughout the 
United States. In addition to his extensive resume of 
hospitality and gaming facilities, he has extensive expertise 
in commercial, industrial, corrections, education, healthcare, 
central plants, and many other building applications. Mr. 
Maestas has also been involved in marketing engineering 
services while working in the AE field and construction 
services for Perini Building Company. 
 
As a mechanical designer, Mr. Maestas is active in the 
planning, design, specification of systems, and construction 
management of heating, ventilating, and air conditioning, 
central plants, plumbing and fire protection applications. He 
can also facilitate the entire process from selecting 
architects, engineers, contractors, and other team specialist 
through programming and conceptual design to final design, 
bidding, construction and commissioning. 
 
The lunch will be held from 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. and the 
cost is $22.00 for those who RSVP before 5:00 P.M. on 
Friday, September 16, 2005 and $27.00 for those who 
register thereafter. If you are interested in attending the 
luncheon, please RSVP to Tom Miller at millert@ci.north-las-
vegas.nv.us or call (702) 633-2009. 
 

September Calendar of Events 
 

Date Activity / Location Time 

Sept. 16, 2005 E-Week Committee Meeting 
GeoTek Offices 3:00 P.M. 

Sept. 20, 2005 NSPE Luncheon 
Lawry’s Prime Rib 11:30 A.M. 

Sept. 27, 2005 IECC Training 8:30 A.M. 

 
For detailed information on any of the events listed above, 
please either visit our website at www.nspe-nv.org or contact 
Tom Miller at millert@ci.north-las-vegas.nv.us. 
 
MATHCOUNTS Golf Tournament 
 
The NSPE MATHCOUNTS/Scholarship golf tournament will 
be held November 11, 2005 at the Primm Valley Golf Club on 
the Lakes Course.  This fundraising event is the main 
fundraiser for the MATHCOUNTS competition for middle 
school students in the Las Vegas area and also contributes 
monies to our annual scholarship fund for a deserving UNLV 
engineering student.  The tournament features games during 
the day and a raffle with great prizes.  This year the 
tournament is limited to 72 golfers, so sign up early and 
reserve your spots.  Please help support our programs and 
enjoy a day out on the links!  If you would like to help by 
contributing a prize to the raffle, being a tee sponsor, or just 
would like more information, contact Claire Kohatsu of 
Aztech Materials Testing, Inc. at claire_kk@yahoo.com. 
 
September Luncheon Sponsor: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Geotechnical • Materials • Environmental 
6835 Escondido Street, Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 

(702) 897-1424 Phone (702) 897-2213 Fax  
www.geotekusa.com 
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P.E. Exam Update & Review Courses 
 
The Nevada State Board of Professional Engineers has 
posted requirement changes for candidates who want to 
take the PE Exam in Nevada. These requirement changes 
can be found on their website at http://boe.state.nv.us.  
 
The requirements for licensure (BS degree and four years of 
experience) are the same. However, you can now take the 
PE Exam right after graduation with an approved BS in 
engineering, and get it out of the way before you start 
working in Nevada. Once you've put your four years of 
experience in, then you can become licensed.  If you are 
planning for professional licensure in other states, you should 
check their requirements before taking the Nevada PE Exam 
early, so you won't jeopardize your eligibility.   
 
The ASCE Las Vegas Younger Member Forum (YMF) will be 
providing a Civil P.E. Review Course for the NCEES P.E. 
Exam.  YMF has provided this course for the past several 
years.  The course includes detailed presentations by 
experienced professional engineers. Course dates include 
September 13th, 19th, and 27th, and October 4th, 11th, and 
18th, 2005. YMF does not provide a Spring P.E. Review 
Course.  Those planning to take the test in April 2006 should 
consider enrolling in the Fall 2005 Review Course. 
 
For additional information such as course location, cost, and 
registration information, please contact Kumar Sathappan at 
804-2097 or via e-mail at ksathappan@gcwallace.com. 
 
Engineering in Iraq - Online Seminar  
 
NSPE and C2Ed have joined together to bring all design 
professionals this important discussion on the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers' efforts to rebuild Iraq. In this program, 
which was recorded at the 2005 NSPE Annual Convention, 
LTC Norm Grady describes the challenges and successes 
that the USACE has faced in its efforts to reconstruct the 
country's war torn infrastructure. If you would like to join in on 
the online seminar, please visit NSPE’s national website at 
www.nspe.org, there will be a link provided on the website’s 
home page. 
 
 

 
 
I.E.C.C Certified Training 
 
The Southern Nevada Chapter of the National Society of 
Professional Engineers proudly hosts training for the 
Commercial International Energy Conservation Code for 
Architects and Engineers on Tuesday, September 27th.  The 
one-day session will cover plan documentation requirements, 
and discuss local interpretations and amendments that are 
important to plan submittal and code compliance.  A review 
of the ComCheck-EZ software will give attendees practical 
knowledge of an easy to use code documentation and 
compliance tool.   
 
As of August 1, most Southern Nevada jurisdictions have 
adopted the 2003 International Energy Conservation Code 
(IECC).  This training session is designed to give the design 
community the basic tools and information they will need 
when designing buildings and building systems that meet the 
code.  Of particular importance, the attendee will learn when 
the code applies, (e.g. new construction, alterations, 
additions, change of occupancy, tenant improvements, etc.)  
 
The training seminar will be held on Tuesday, September 27, 
2005 from 8:30 A.M. until 4:00 P.M. at Lawyer’s on Howard 
Hughes Parkway. Additional information including a 
registration form is attached at the end of this newsletter. 
 
For additional information regarding the IECC training 
seminar, please contact Ed Catmull at (702) 367-0892. 
 
2005-2006 Southern Nevada Chapter Officers 
 
President......................................................... Tom Miller, PE 
 City of North Las Vegas 
 

Vice President....................................... Dr. David James, PE 
 UNLV Civil & Environmental Engineering 
 

Treasurer ................................................... Allen Pavelka, PE 
 Parsons Transportation Group 
 

Secretary.................................................. Claire Kohatsu, PE 
 Aztech Materials Testing 
 

Director .......................................................... Ed Catmull, PE 
 Comfort Engineering 
 

Director ...............................................................Rosa Cortez 
 City of Las Vegas 
 

Past President........................................... Kyle Okamura, PE 
 City of Henderson 
 

State Officer .........................................Michael Holloway, PE 
 Poggemeyer Design Group 
 

National Director ..................................... Charlie Vaughn, PE 
 

State Administrator.........................................Ramona Lesley 



I.E.C.C. Certified Training 
 

 
Hosted by the  

Southern Nevada Chapter of 
 

 
As of August 1, most Southern Nevada jurisdictions have adopted the 2003 International Energy 
Conservation Code.  This one-day training session is designed to give the design community the 
basic tools and information they will need when designing buildings and building systems that 
meet the code.  Of particular importance, the attendee will learn when the code applies, e.g., new 
construction, alterations, additions, change of occupancy, tenant improvements, etc.   
 
Topic: International Energy Conservation Code  

for Architects and Engineers 
 
When:  Tuesday, September 27, 2005 

Registration 8:30 – 9:00 (Continental Breakfast Provided) 
Training 9:00-Noon 
Lunch Noon – 1:00 (Lunch Provided) 
Training 1:00 – 4:00 

 
Where: Lawry’s the Prime Rib 

4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 
 

Cost: $90.00 per person / $125.00 for late RSVP  
 
RSVP: Thursday, September 22 by 5:00 PM    (Seating is limited and based upon order 

that registrations are received) 
 
Certificate of Completion provided at end of training and 5.5 PDH’s available for Engineers.  For 
additional information please contact Ed Catmull at 367-0892. 
 
Return registrations to:  Ed Catmull, Jr., P.E.  

Comfort Engineering, Inc. 
9175 West Flamingo Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89147 
or FAX: 367-1076 
Make checks payable to NSPE  

 
Registrant Information, Please PRINT all information including zip codes: 

 
Name:_______________________________   Company:_______________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ City: __________________ Zip: ________   
Phone: ________________________________    Fax: _________________________________   
email: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lunch Preference (Please specify):   ___ Meat   or  ___ Vegetarian  



 
Additional Information: 
The Southern Nevada Chapter of the National Society of Professional Engineers proudly hosts 
training for the Commercial International Energy Conservation Code for Architects and Engineers 
on Tuesday, September 27th.  The one-day session will cover plan documentation requirements, 
and discuss local interpretations and amendments that are important to plan submittal and code 
compliance.  A review of the ComCheck-EZ software will give attendees practical knowledge of 
an easy to use code documentation and compliance tool.  The instructors include: 
 
Ken Baker - K energy 
Ken Baker has been working in building energy efficiency for over 25 years.  His 1982 Master of 
Architecture degree from the University of Idaho focused on energy and resource efficient 
construction techniques and the use of Idaho-based materials to create a vernacular architecture. 
He is an experienced educator, facilitator, and mediator.  For 15 years he worked for the Idaho 
Department of Water Resources Energy Division.  He led the development of a team-based 
structure within the Division and supervised a staff of 10 in creation and implementation of energy 
efficiency programs for Idaho communities, schools, business and industry.  Ken was the Idaho 
lead for the Residential Construction Demonstration Project, a six-year residential building 
science and research program.  He provided building science and energy code training to 
builders throughout Idaho over a ten-year period.  Ken left the state in August 2001, and opened 
a private energy consulting practice, K energy.  Ken is currently working with the Northwest 
Energy Efficiency Alliance as a green building educator and technical assistance coordinator, a 
customer service representative for Rebuild America, providing technical and programmatic 
assistance and mentorship to program staff in the states of Idaho, Arizona and Nevada.  He 
serves as a consultant to the Association of Idaho Cities on energy issues, provides IECC code 
training and coordination to the states of Idaho, Montana, and Nevada, and is the Idaho and 
Montana Education Coordinator for the Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance.    Ken has led eco-
charrettes for the City of Tolleson, Arizona, Ada County Idaho Parks and Recreation, and the City 
of Post Falls Idaho.  He is currently working with the State of Idaho and Idaho State University 
and their design team to set up high performance guidelines for the campus and the state.   
   
Eric Makela - Britt Makela Group LLC 
Has 17 years of experience with energy codes and energy conservation.  He has presented over 
100 training sessions in residential and commercial building energy codes.  The majority of these 
have been directed at the enforcement industry teaching local building department personnel how 
to plan check to ensure compliance.  In the past year Eric managed residential baseline studies in 
Nevada and Iowa, developed training videos for building inspectors for the US Department of 
Energy and the State of New York; developed curricula for basic energy code and advanced 
energy concepts for the State of Maryland, in addition to developing training materials and 
delivering training in Texas, Idaho, New York, Iowa, Nevada, Wisconsin, and Maryland.  He has 
developed training materials and a video on building to meet the energy code using best building 
practice.  Eric serves on the Idaho Power Energy Efficiency Advisory Group.  Before joining 
Britt/Makela Group, LLC, Eric was the Senior Educational Programs Administrator for the 
International Conference of Building Officials providing energy code support services.  Before 
that, he was Training Coordinator for the Building Standards and Guidelines Program for Battelle, 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, responsible for training efforts for the implementation of 
national energy codes.  There he developed curriculum and training programs for the Model 
Energy Code and ASHRAE/IES 90.1-1989.  He also served on the development team for the US 
DOE MECcheck and COMcheck energy code compliance tools.  He has a BA degree in 
Environmental Studies from Sonoma State University and an MA in Education. 
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Driving Directions to Primm Valley Golf Club:
Take I-15 South approximately 45 miles.

Drive through Primm, NV 4 miles into California.
Take first Exit, Yates Well Road.

Right to the golf course.
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