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December Joint Luncheon Announcement 
 
This month the NSPE is participating in a Joint Society 
Charity Holiday Luncheon. The luncheon is being hosted by 
several different organizations including ASCE, APWA, 
ACEC, AIA, AWMA, CMAA, IEEE, ITE, NALS, NSPE, 
NWEA, and SAME. 
 
The luncheon will be held at the Palace Station Hotel and 
Casino on Thursday, December 15, 2005 from 11:30 am to 
1:00 PM 
 
The lunch menu includes tossed green salad with choice of 
(2) preset salad dressings, roast prime rib with au jus and 
creamy horseradish baked potatoes with sour cream, chives 
& butter, chef's selection of fresh seasonal vegetables, rolls 
and butter carrot cake, freshly brewed coffee, decaf and iced 
tea. There will be an alternate vegetarian or chef salad 
dinner available. 
 
Cost is $30.00 for members & guests who RSVP by deadline 
and $35.00 for those who do not RSVP before Monday, 
December 12th and $10.00 for full-time students. 
 
THIS MONTH ONLY:  An extra $5 per person goes to the 
adopted charity --- toys, shoes and coats for the children of 
the Nevada Association of Latin Americans (NALA).  
Additional donations will be accepted at the door. At the 
door, please make checks payable to APWA. 
 
Please RSVP by 11:00 am Monday, December 12, 2005. 
You can RSVP online at www.apwa-nv.org/rsvp. Those who 
RSVP by the deadline will have a name badge, all others will 
not. If Internet is not available, contact Tom Brady at fax 642-
0390 or phone 633-1227. Please include your company 

name, your e-mail address, 
your status (member or non-
member), and your meal 
choice (Std/Veg/Salad). 
 
Additional information is 
attached at the end of this 
newsletter. 
 

Happy 
Holidays!! 

 
Calendar of Events 
 

Date Activity / Location Time 

Dec. 9, 2005 E-Week Committee Meeting 
G.C. Wallace 3:00 P.M. 

Dec. 13, 2005 I.E.C.C. Training 
Osprey Centre 8:00 A.M. 

Dec. 15, 2005 Joint Holiday Luncheon 
Palace Station 11:30 A.M. 

Jan. 6, 2005 NSPE Board Meeting 
MWH 7:00 A.M. 

Jan 6, 2006 E-week Committee  
Parson Transportation 3:00 PM 

Jan 17, 2006 Building Your Future 
Training at Lawry's 8:30 AM  

Jan 17, 2006 NSPE Luncheon at Lawry's 11:30 AM 

Jan 20, 2006 E-week Committee at Black 
& Veatch 3:00 PM 

Feb 21, 2006 NSPE Luncheon at Lawry's 11:30 AM 
 
For detailed information on any of the events listed above, 
please either visit our website at www.nspe-nv.org or contact 
Tom Miller at millert@ci.north-las-vegas.nv.us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2006 NSPE Scholarship 
 
If your company or agency has an engineering intern, watch 
in January for the 2006 scholarship application forms.  
Several scholarships will be awarded at this years E-week 
banquet to honor Civil, Computer, Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineering students that attend UNLV and are active in 
school, work and extra curricular activities.    
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MATHCOUNTS Chapter Competition 
 

The Southern Nevada MATHCOUNTS chapter 
competition will be held on February 4th at the 
Advanced Technologies High School.  We estimate that 
150 students will participate from 25 local middle 
schools.  We expect to draw approximately 250 people 
to watch the exciting Countdown Round where the top 
ranked students go head-to-head and the quick thinking 
and quick calculating students advance to the next 
round.  NSPE will provide each student with a 
competition t-shirt and will also provide lunch and 
snacks to competitors, coaches, and volunteers.  The 
top three teams and the top ten ranked individuals will 
move onto the state competition held in March in Reno 
to face the chapter winners from northern Nevada.  The 
top four students from the state competition will be 
awarded an all expense trip to Arlington, Virginia to 
participate in the national competition. 
 
Each year at the competition, a free raffle is held for the 
students.  The organizing committee asks companies 
and groups to donate the calculators.  This year the 
choice graphing calculator is the Texas Instruments 
Model TI 84.  If you would like to donate a calculator to 
this year’s competition, please contact Lynnette 
Meagher of PBS&J by email lmeagher@pbsj.com 
 
The main fundraiser for MATHCOUNTS is was our 
annual golf tournament held on November 11th at the 
Primm Valley Golf Club 
 
If you would like to get involved, the next 
MATHCOUNTS organizing committee meeting is 
Wednesday, December 8th at 4pm @ the MWH office 
located at 3014 W. Charleston Boulevard. 
 
 

   Seasons  
  Greetings!! 

 

 
Engineers Week Awards Dinner 
 

Engineers Week Awards Dinner will 
be held February 25, 2006 at the Rio 
Hotel & Casino. 
 
All types of sponsorships 
available…for information please 
contact Lynnette Meagher of PBS&J 
by email lmeagher@pbsj.com 

 
Paula Francis and Gary Waddell of KLAS-TV Channel 8 
Eyewitness News will be our mistress and master of 
ceremonies for the evening’s program to salute 
deserving Las Vegas Valley engineers and students by 
several professional organizations including NSPE.  An 
Order of the Engineer ceremony will take place at 5: 
P.M. prior to the start of the cocktail reception which will 
begin at 6:00 P.M.  E Week student competitions such 
as MATHCOUNTS and Future Cities in addition to 
UNLV student groups will have displays set up during 
the cocktail hour.   
 
Invitations will be mailed to office managers and other 
points of contact after the January 1st.  We are updating 
our database so if someone from your group or 
company hasn’t received an invitation by January 21st, 
please email Claire Kohatsu @ claire_kk@yahoo.com.  
Registration and RSVP will take place via the internet at 
our website www.nspe-nv.org 
 
2006 Discover E Speaker's Bureau 
 
As part of National Engineers Week 2006 Discover E 
Program, we are again asking you for your support.  Please 
join your fellow engineers, engineering interns, land 
surveyors, and engineering students in volunteering your 
time to give presentations at Clark County School District 
schools.  Discover E Presentations will run from January 
through March 2006.   
 
To volunteer for the program or for additional information, 
please contact Alyssa Reynolds at areynolds@orth-
rodgers.com or at 233-4060.  
 
Thank you in advance for you time and generosity! 
 
Presentations are generally an hour long, and you are 
welcome to speak once or multiple times.  Team up with a 
colleague, if you prefer.  We have numerous videos, 
computer programs, activity ideas, and handouts to aid you 
in your presentation. 

Save The Date 
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS!! 

 
 

 

 
Black & Veatch is currently recruiting for engineering 
positions in water and wastewater for our Las Vegas office.  
Further information can be obtained at the Black & Veatch 
website, www.bv.com.  Please forward your resume to Lori 
A. Sabella or contact her at via phone at (702) 732-0448 or 
fax (702) 732-7578 or by email at SabellaLA@bv.com.  
 
Parsons Transportation is a leader in many diverse 
markets and provides technical and management solutions 
to federal, regional and local government agencies as well as 
private industries worldwide. To apply for positions available 
in the Las Vegas area and Nevada, visit our website, 
www.parsons.com.   We are currently looking for the 
following positions: 

• Sr. Hwy. Design Engineer 
• Senior Design Draft Highways 
• Project Engineer – Highways 
• Materials Tester 
• Field Office Coordinator – Document Control 

Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advertising to Support Engineering Students 
 
Would you like to advertise in our electronic newsletter and 
donate to the NSE scholarship fund?  
 
We are looking for companies to support our NSPE 
scholarship program by advertising in our newsletter.  Please 
contact Star Stewart by emailing her at 
star@coenergygroup.com for your request or additional 
information.  Checks should be made out to Nevada PE 
Foundation.  We thank you for your support!   
 
Quarterly rates (3 months) are as follows:  Business Card 
Size - $50, 1/4 Page $100, 1/2 Page $200, Full Page $300 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2005-2006 Southern Nevada Chapter Officers 
 
President ............................................................. Tom Miller, PE 
 City of North Las Vegas 
 
Vice President ........................................... Dr. David James, PE 
 UNLV Civil & Environmental Engineering 
 
Treasurer ........................................................ Allen Pavelka, PE 
 Parsons 
 
Secretary ...................................................... Claire Kohatsu, PE 
 Aztech Materials Testing 
 
Director ............................................................... Ed Catmull, PE 
 Comfort Engineering 
 
Director ....................................................................Rosa Cortez 
 City of Las Vegas 
 
Past President ............................................... Kyle Okamura, PE 
 City of Henderson 
 
State Officer.............................................. Michael Holloway, PE 
 Poggemeyer Design Group 
 
National Director.......................................... Charlie Vaughn, PE 
 
State Administrator .............................................Ramona Lesley 

Job Postings – Post Your Open 
Positions Here 

 
The Southern Nevada Chapter is proud to offer free job 
postings in the monthly newsletter.  If your company or 
agency would like to post an announcement, the following 
guidelines must be followed:   
 
1. Announcements shall be 150 words or less 
2. Submit ad by email to star@coenergygroup.com  
3. Subject line in email shall contain "NSPE - Job Posting" 
 
Please send any questions by email to millert@ci.north-las-
vegas.nv.us in regards to job postings concerning format, 
etc.  NSPE reserves the right not to post a job. 



 
APW  ANSPE    ASCE   AIA  NALS 
SAME  AWMA   CMAA  ACEC   ITE 

 

 
 

Twas two months before Christmas when all through the town 
Alphabet soup groups gathered around. 

Over salads and roast beef and chitter and chatter 
Presents and money we started to gather. 

 
We have Cheri and David, Rosa and Paul doing good works, one and all. 

And there’s Gogi and Della, Gina and Brian making a difference by making a call. 
And let’s not forget Saundra and Terri, willing to shop and having a ball. 

 
We know that you are all familiar with the annual Christmas event supported by the wonderful groups listed 
above and so many more generous organizations, companies and individuals. This year we are happy to 
announce that we will be spreading holiday cheer to approximately 200 children between the ages of 2 and 6 
through the Nevada Association of Latin Americans (NALA). We began collecting monetary donations at the 
September APWA meeting and will continue accepting cash, checks (payable to APWA with a notation that it’s 
for the Christmas charity) and new toys (dolls for girls and trucks for boys) right up to the Christmas Event on 
December 15, 2005. The money collected will be used to provide needy children with not only toys, but also 
with shoes and winter coats. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee was nestled all snug in a room 
While visions of children wiped away gloom. 

Our Alphabet Soup Groups will step up to the plate, 
To make a nice Christmas for Billy and Kate. 

 
We are counting on your support again this year to make this the best possible holiday season for as many 
children as possible. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact any one of this year’s 
Committee members:  
 

Cheri Edelman, City of Las Vegas, Chairperson (229-5926) 
 
David Alexander, Poggemeyer (255-8100)  Rosa Cortez, CLV (229-6171) 
Gogi Grantham, CLV (229-6578)   Paul Johnson, PBS&J, (263-7275) 
Brian Lindsey, PCI Group (693-6560)   Della Mosier, Carter & Burgess (938-6500) 
Terri Pastorelli, Tetra Tech (242-4200)   Saundra Vance, G.C. Wallace (804-2000) 
Gina Venglass, CLV (229-6145) 
 



Back again due to Popular Demand 
I.E.C.C. Certified Training 

 
Hosted by the  

Southern Nevada Chapter of 
 
As of August 1, most Southern Nevada jurisdictions have adopted the 2003 

International Energy Conservation Code.  This one-day training session is designed to give the 
design community the basic tools and information they will need when designing buildings and 
building systems that meet the code.  Of particular importance, the attendee will learn when 
the code applies, e.g., new construction, alterations, additions, change of occupancy, tenant 
improvements, etc.   

 
Topic: International Energy Conservation Code for Architects and 

Engineers 
 
When:  Tuesday, December 13,2005 

Registration 7:30 – 8:00 (Continental Breakfast Provided) 
Training 8:00-Noon 
Lunch Noon – 1:00 (Lunch Provided) 
Training 1:00 – 5:00 
 

Where:  Osprey Centre 
2590 Lindell Road 
Las Vegas, Nevada  
 

Cost: $150.00 per person / $175.00 for late RSVP  
 
RSVP: Tuesday, December 6 by 5:00 PM    (Seating is limited and based 

upon order that registrations are received) 
 
Certificate of Completion provided at end of training and 8.0 PDH’s available for 
Engineers.  For additional information please contact Ed Catmull at 367-0892. 
 
Return registrations to:   Ed Catmull, Jr., P.E.  

Comfort Engineering, Inc. 
9175 West Flamingo Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89147 
or FAX: 367-1076 
Make checks payable to NSPE  

 
Registrant Information, Please PRINT all information including zip codes: 
Name:___________________________________________________________ 
Company:________________________________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________City:__________________
Zip:____________   Phone: ___________________________  
Fax: __________________________  email: ____________________________ 
Lunch Preference (Please specify):   ___  Meat  or ___ Vegetarian  
 
 



Additional Information: 
The Southern Nevada Chapter of the National Society of Professional Engineers proudly 
hosts training for the Commercial International Energy Conservation Code for Architects 
and Engineers on Tuesday, September 27th.  The one-day session will cover plan 
documentation requirements, and discuss local interpretations and amendments that are 
important to plan submittal and code compliance.  A review of the ComCheck-EZ 
software will give attendees practical knowledge of an easy to use code documentation 
and compliance tool.  The instructors include: 
 
Ken Baker - K energy 
Ken Baker has been working in building energy efficiency for over 25 years.  His 1982 
Master of Architecture degree from the University of Idaho focused on energy and 
resource efficient construction techniques and the use of Idaho-based materials to 
create a vernacular architecture. He is an experienced educator, facilitator, and 
mediator.  For 15 years he worked for the Idaho Department of Water Resources Energy 
Division.  He led the development of a team-based structure within the Division and 
supervised a staff of 10 in creation and implementation of energy efficiency programs for 
Idaho communities, schools, business and industry.  Ken was the Idaho lead for the 
Residential Construction Demonstration Project, a six-year residential building science 
and research program.  He provided building science and energy code training to 
builders throughout Idaho over a ten-year period.  Ken left the state in August 2001, and 
opened a private energy consulting practice, K energy.  Ken is currently working with the 
Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance as a green building educator and technical 
assistance coordinator, a customer service representative for Rebuild America, providing 
technical and programmatic assistance and mentorship to program staff in the states of 
Idaho, Arizona and Nevada.  He serves as a consultant to the Association of Idaho 
Cities on energy issues, provides IECC code training and coordination to the states of 
Idaho, Montana, and Nevada, and is the Idaho and Montana Education Coordinator for 
the Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance.    Ken has led eco-charrettes for the City of 
Tolleson, Arizona, Ada County Idaho Parks and Recreation, and the City of Post Falls 
Idaho.  He is currently working with the State of Idaho and Idaho State University and 
their design team to set up high performance guidelines for the campus and the state.   
   
Eric Makela - Britt Makela Group LLC 
Has 17 years of experience with energy codes and energy conservation.  He has 
presented over 100 training sessions in residential and commercial building energy 
codes.  The majority of these have been directed at the enforcement industry teaching 
local building department personnel how to plan check to ensure compliance.  In the 
past year Eric managed residential baseline studies in Nevada and Iowa, developed 
training videos for building inspectors for the US Department of Energy and the State of 
New York; developed curricula for basic energy code and advanced energy concepts for 
the State of Maryland, in addition to developing training materials and delivering training 
in Texas, Idaho, New York, Iowa, Nevada, Wisconsin, and Maryland.  He has developed 
training materials and a video on building to meet the energy code using best building 
practice.  Eric serves on the Idaho Power Energy Efficiency Advisory Group.  Before 
joining Britt/Makela Group, LLC, Eric was the Senior Educational Programs 
Administrator for the International Conference of Building Officials providing energy code 
support services.  Before that, he was Training Coordinator for the Building Standards 
and Guidelines Program for Battelle, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, responsible 
for training efforts for the implementation of national energy codes.  There he developed 
curriculum and training programs for the Model Energy Code and ASHRAE/IES 90.1-
1989.  He also served on the development team for the US DOE MECcheck and 
COMcheck energy code compliance tools.  He has a BA degree in Environmental 
Studies from Sonoma State University and an MA in Education. 



Starfish
January 17, 2006 at Lawry's 



“Back to Your Future”  
Training to Increase Productivity & Communication 

 
Hosted by the  

Southern Nevada Chapter of 
 

Norm Hull of The Leaders Forum, Inc. brings more than 30 years experience in 
the international work force encouraging leadership initiative to create 
environments for excellence.  From interns and technicians to principals and 
managers, his clients range from the Department of Defense to Future Business 
Leaders of America to various Corporations spanning the globe. 
 
Topic: Increase Productivity and Effective Communication 
 
Speaker: Norm Hull, The Leaders Forum, Inc. 
 
When: Tuesday, January 17, 2006 

Registration 8:30 – 9:00 (Continental Breakfast Provided) 
Training 9:00-Noon 
Lunch Noon – 1:00 (Lunch Provided) 
Training 1:00 – 3:00 

 
Where: Lawry’s the Prime Rib 

4043 Howard Hughes Parkway 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 
 

Cost: $90.00 per person / $125.00 for late RSVP  
 
RSVP: Friday, January 13 by 5:00 PM    (Seating is limited and based 

upon order that registrations are received) 
 
Certificate of Completion provided at end of training and 5 PDH’s available for 
Engineers.  For additional information, please contact Claire Kohatsu at (702) 334-6117. 
 
Return registrations to:  Claire Kohatsu, P.E.  

Aztech Materials Testing, Inc. 
4502 West Hacienda Avenue 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89118 
or FAX: (702) 889-6822 
Make checks payable to NSPE  

 
Registrant Information, Please PRINT all information including zip codes: 
Name:___________________________________________________________ 
Company:________________________________________________________ 
Address:____________________________________City:__________________
Zip:____________   Phone: ___________________________  
Fax: __________________________  email: ____________________________ 
Lunch Preference (Please specify):   ___  Meat  or ___ Vegetarian  


