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November Luncheon Notice: 
 
We are pleased to announce this month's guest speaker is Mr. Tom Krob from the Nevada State Board of Engineers, who will be 
speaking on the topic of “Proposed Changes to NAC 625 Affecting Engineering Practice in Nevada”. The meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at Lawry’s Prime Rib at 4043 Howard Hughes Parkway.  
 

Thomas Krob is Past Chairman of the Nevada State Board of Professional Engineers and Land 
Surveyors.  Mr. Krob began his career as an electrical engineer upon graduation from Iowa State 
University with the Cincinnati Gas and Electric Company in 1972.  After joining the Benham Group 
Engineers in Oklahoma City in 1978, he was relocated to Las Vegas to provide engineering for the 
McCarran Airport Expansion.  Mr. Krob was a partner in The Haley Krob Group and subsequently 
started TJ Krob Consulting Engineers.  He retired from TJ Krob in 2004 and is currently president of E2 
Consulting.  Mr. Krob is active in the Las Vegas Rotary, Salvation Army, Boy Scouts, and is president 
of his homeowners association.  He is a member of IEEE, IAEI, PES, IAS, and is a past president of 
IES.  He is registered as a professional engineer in 10 states.  Mr. Krob has a 36 year marriage to his 
wife Jane, has two children, Brian, an Architect in Scottsdale, and Melanie, an Attorney in Las Vegas, 
and one granddaughter.  

 
The lunch will be held from 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. and the cost is $25.00 for those who RSVP before 12:00 P.M. on Friday, 
November 14, 2008 and $27.00 for those who register thereafter. If you would like to attend the November luncheon, please RSVP 
on the NSPE website http://www.nspenv.org/south/lunch-rsvp.html or contact Brook Demitropoulos at (702) 804-2042. 
 
 
 

 November Luncheon Sponsor: 
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Calendar of Events: 
 

Date Activity / Location Time 

Saturday 
11/08/08 

2008 Vex Challenge  
Palo Verde High School 9:00 AM 

Tuesday 
11/18/08 

NSPE Monthly Luncheon 
Speaker Tom Krob 11:30 AM 

Saturday 
12/06/08 

FIRST Lego League Nevada 
Championship at Cimarron HS 9:00 AM 

 

                                             
                                         to Suzanne LaSpina of Lochsa for 
sponsoring the October luncheon. The NSPE Southern 
Nevada Chapter and our Officers are grateful to all the local 
engineering companies like Lochsa who continue to support 
NSPE efforts.  If your company is interested in being a 
sponsor in 2009, please contact Allen Pavelka at 
apavelka@co.clark.nv.us.  

 
 

 
 

Southwest Gas Corporation 
4300 West Tropicana Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89103 

(702) 365-1555 Phone (702) 365-2626 Fax 
www.swgas.com 

Thank You   
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News & Updates: 
 
 Attention golfers and not-so-serious golfers alike!  Save 

the date! The 9th Annual MATHCOUNTS golf tournament 
is Friday, November 7 at Primm Valley Golf Club, The 
Lakes Course.  Shot gun start is 8:30 AM. Fun contests 
and prize raffle.  A nice day to spend with clients and 
colleagues while simultaneously supporting a worthwhile 
educational program. This is THE fundraiser for the 
MATHCOUNTS program here in Southern Nevada.  All 
proceeds benefit middle school students right here in Las 
Vegas. A flyer is included at the end of this newsletter for 
those interested.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to email Claire Kohatsu at (702) 334-6117.  Spaces 
are limited so reserve your spots ASAP. 

 
 Last year, thanks to the help of our great volunteers, 

FIRST (For Inspiration & Recognition of Science & 
Technology) had tremendous success in all of our 
programs, FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC), FIRST 
Tech Challenge (FTC), FIRST LEGO League (FLL) and 
Jr. FIRST LEGO League (Jr. FLL). Each year the 
programs get bigger and better. With your help, the 
upcoming 2008-2009 FIRST season should be our best 
yet. 

   
Save the date! The 4th Las Vegas FIRST Regional FRC 
was a fantastic event. For 2009 we expect the Las Vegas 
FIRST Regional Competition to be bigger and even more 
exciting than 2008, as we celebrate our 5th Anniversary. 
The FRC event for 2009 is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 26 - Saturday, March 28, 2009 at the Thomas & 
Mack Center. We certainly hope to see you back in Las 
Vegas!! 

 
 As engineering disciplines become more specialized, 

continuing education becomes more crucial to managing 
a rising career. From licensure exam preparation 
resources to web seminars and home study courses, all 
materials provided by NSPE and its partners are available 
to members at a discount rate. Please visit 
http://www.nspe.org/education/index.html for more 
information. 

 
 
 

 
 

BIECI Certifies First Engineers: 
 
Wilkes-Barre, PA, October 28, 2008 – Eighty one licensed 
Professional Engineers have already been designated 
Certified Building Inspection Engineers through a new 
program established under the auspices of the National 
Academy of Building Inspection Engineers (NABIE). 
 
The PEs earned their certification by way of a grandfathering 
provision that allows candidates with at least eight years of 
experience to submit a four-page application.  Successful 
review and acceptance of the application permits a candidate 
to receive an exemption from the certification exam.   
 
The grandfathering period ends December 31of this year.  
The first certification exam was given on October 24 in 
Nashville, Tennessee.  To be considered for grandfathering a 
candidate must submit an application postmarked no later 
than December 31, 2008. 
 
The building inspection engineer certification program was 
launched in January of this year.  Volunteers from NABIE 
conceptualized the program in the early 1990s, and it has 
been developed over approximately the last 12 years.  
NABIE is a chartered affinity group of the National Society of 
Professional Engineers (NSPE).  An independent board of 
governors now administers the program through the Building 
Inspection Engineers’ Certification Institute (BIECI).  The 
Council of Engineering and Scientific Specialty Boards 
accredits BIECI. 
 
While 45 of the grandfathered certified building inspection 
engineers are members of NABIE and NSPE, such 
memberships are not required.  Certification, however, 
requires a PE license or Architect registration and at least 
four years of experience in charge of building inspection 
engineering work. 
 
The certification exam will be offered on an as-needed basis 
and consists of 200 multiple choice questions covering 23 
areas. 
 
An exam study guide is available at the NABIE website at 
www.nabie.org. 
 
Costs for the certification program are: $75 for the 
application, $100 for the exam, and $125 for the first year of 
certificate issuance.  Grandfathering application and review 
costs $250.  Annual renewal of the certification will be $100. 
 
For additional information on the Building Inspection 
Engineers’ Certification Institute and the certification program 
visit www.nabie.org.                  
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Electronic Signature Workshop: 
 
 

The Nevada State Board of Engineers and Land Surveyors 
will be organizing a panel discussion and workshop to 
discuss the status of electronic review, stamp and signature 
of engineering and land surveying drawings, plans and 
maps. NSPE will be working with other professional 
societies, including ACEC, ASCE and NALS, to organize this 
workshop. The intended date for this panel discussion and 
workshop is January 2009. A planning meeting will take 
place in December 2008, where Public agency personnel will 
meet to discuss their current practices and proposed 
remedies. Please watch this space for additional details. 
 
Future Cities Engineering: 
 
Camille McCue of The Alexander Dawson School and Dr. 
David James, PHD, PE of the NSPE have co-written a paper 
which was included in the Advances in Engineering 
Education (AEE) Journal, Summer 2008 edition. This paper 
describes qualitative and quantitative research conducted 
with middle school students participating in a Future Cities 
Engineering course. Insights were sought regarding both 
affective and cognitive changes which transpired during the 
one semester schedule of activities focused on modeling the 
infrastructure of a city built 150 years in the future. Modeling 
activities consisted of both a computer simulation, SimCity 
3000 Unlimited, and the construction of a physical scale 
model depicting student visions. To determine the efficacy of 
SimCity in serving as a realistic modeling tool, the software 
was “ground-truthed” by comparing Sim dimensions to the 
dimensions of analogous objects (roads, water pipes) in the 
real world. An age-appropriate attitude survey was 
developed and administered with the goal of measuring 
student disposition towards the engineering profession. 
Additionally, a multiple-choice content test was developed 
and administered both pre and post instruction to obtain a 
quantifiable measure of student learning. Findings show that 
student participation in such a course can lay favorable 
foundations for appreciation of and participation in the 
engineering profession. 
 
If you would like to read the full paper, please visit the ASEE 
website at http://advances.asee.org/vol01/issue02/04.cfm. 
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The 4th Las Vegas FIRST Regional Competition was a tremendous success.  

For 2009 we expect the Las Vegas FIRST Regional Competition to be bigger and 
even more exciting than 2008, as we celebrate our 5th Anniversary.  

The FRC event for 2009 is scheduled for  
Thursday, March 26 - Saturday, March 28, 2009 at the Thomas & Mack Center.   

Save the dates!   
We certainly hope to see you back in Las Vegas.   

VEX Challenge  
24 teams of high school students putting their 

technical skills to the test. 
 

Saturday, November 8, 2008 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Palo Verde High School 
 Las Vegas, NV 

2008 FIRST LEGO League 
Nevada Championship and 

JR.FLL Exposition 
40 elementary, middle and home school 

teams of technological innovators, exploring 
concerns for the world's climate. 

 
Saturday, December 6, 2008 

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Cimarron Memorial High School 
Las Vegas, NV 

2009 Las Vegas FIRST Tech 
Challenge 

30 teams of high school students putting their 
technical and entrepreneurial skills to the test. 

 
Saturday, February 21, 2009 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM   
Palo Verde High School 

Las Vegas, NV 

2009 Las Vegas  
FIRST Robotics Competition
An exciting sports-like tournament with 54 

competing high school teams of future 
technologists and entrepreneurs. 

 
 Thursday, March 26 thru Saturday, 

March 28 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM    

Thomas & Mack Convention Center 
Las Vegas, NV 

 We also present and support other FIRST robotics events throughout the year. 
 These competitions are similar to the FRC, just as exciting, but smaller in scale.  

We need volunteers as Judges, Referees, Reviewers, Robot inspectors, etc. To volunteer, 
contact Jean Hoppert gjhoppert@aol.com or Paul MacDowell at PDMACDB2@aol.com 




